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AMERICA 

The Transition in Virginia from Colony to Commonwealth. No. 96 

of Studies in History, Economics and Public Law, edited by the Faculty of Politi- 
cal Science of Columbia University. By Charles Ramsdell Llngley, Ph.D. 
218 pp. Longmans, Green & Co., New York, igro. 
A study of the American Revolution somewhat strictly within the limits of 
Virginia. The purpose of the book is chiefly to show the body of experience 
which the leaders possessed as they approached the year 1776, when independ- 
ence was declared. A good bibliography is an important feature. 

The Highlanders of the South. By Samuel H. Thompson. 86 pp. and 
illustrations. Eaton & Mains, New York, 1910. 50c. 

The book is a plea for the expansion of mission work among the inhabitants 
of the Southern Appalachians from. West Virginia to North Carolina. To in- 
terest the reader in his appeal, Mr. Thompson naturally describes the people, 
their characteristics, manners and customs, tells what they do for a living, and 
describes their services to the country. On a whole, they were friends of the 
Union in the Civil War, and they produced such men as Daniel Boone, and 
David Crockett who were important in the early development of the land. 

The book is thus made interesting and serviceable to geographers and an- 
thropologists. We have known comparatively little of these mountaineers, poor, 
illiterate, brusque as they are, most of them far from railroads and even school 
houses and churches; and yet they possess many sterling qualities. They may 
be greatly helped educationally and otherwise; and we know of no other book 
that so fully describes these people in their present condition and the geograph- 
ical and other causes that have made them what they are. 

The Conservation of Natural Resources in the United States. By 

Charles Richard Van Hise. xiv and 413 pp., 16 illustrations, maps and figures, 
addendum and appendices. The Macmillan Co., New York, 1910. $2. 
President Van Hise's book is a sane plea for conservation of natural re- 
sources so that they may "remain as nearly undiminished as possible" for suc- 
ceeding generations. Each topic is considered with reference to present condi- 
tions and to suggestions for their improvement. Criticisms are constructive and 
specific and in all cases the remedy is recognized as being the more potent if 
upheld by public sentiment as well as by statutes. The aim of the book is to 
reach the man of affairs; it is not a text book or a source book in the subject 
of conservation. 
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